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Message From Miss Doody 
As we reach the third week of the Autumn Term, it has been wonderful to see our school community settling 
back into the rhythm of a new school year. There is a real sense of energy, enthusiasm and excitement across 
the school, and I would like to thank you all for the warm welcome you have given to our staff and pupils. 

Beginning the Year Together 

Thank you to all the parents who joined us for our Beginning of Year Mass. It was 
a beautiful way to begin our school year together as a community, placing our 
year ahead in God’s hands and reminding ourselves of the importance of faith, 
friendship and service. A special thank you to Father Casper for leading our Mass 
and to Mr Griffin for organising it. What a lovely way to start the school year! 
At this time of year, the Church invites us to reflect on how we can grow in faith 
and live out our call to love and serve one another. As a Catholic school, we want 
this to be reflected not only in our prayer and worship, but also in the way we 
treat one another each day. Our school community is at its strongest when we 
work together, support one another and ensure that every child feels known, valued and loved. 
 

A Message of Love and Prayer 

As a school community, we are deeply saddened by the tragic loss of 
Sofia, a pupil at Bishop Thomas Grant School. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Sofia, her mum and her whole 
family at this incredibly difficult time. We also hold the pupils, staff and 
wider community of Bishop Thomas Grant in our prayers as they come 
together to support one another through this heartbreaking loss. 
As a community, we send our love and deepest condolences to all 
those affected. 
May Sofia rest in peace, and may perpetual light shine upon her. 
 

Welcome Meetings 

It was lovely to see such a fantastic turnout at our Welcome to Year Group Meetings this week. Thank you to 
everyone who attended and, importantly, for the opportunity to communicate with you about your child’s 
year ahead. Strong communication between home and school is so important, and we really value your 
questions, thoughts and partnership. 
A huge thank you also goes to the members of staff who led these meetings and gave their time to prepare 
and speak with parents. 
Thank you also to Mr Elgey for leading our Secondary School meeting. A reminder to our families with children 
applying for secondary school that the application deadline is 31 October. If you have any questions or would 
like support with the application process, please do not hesitate to contact us. We are very happy to help. 
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A Reminder About Uniform 

As the weather begins to change, please can I remind all families about the importance of following our school 
uniform expectations, particularly when it comes to winter coats. 
Our children go outside to play in all weathers, and we want every child to be able to enjoy their playtime. 
Please ensure that your child has a navy blue or black raincoat suitable for wearing to school. Having the 
correct waterproof coat means that children can continue to go outside and enjoy their play, even when the 
weather is wet. 
We do not want any child to miss out on valuable outdoor play because they do not have a suitable coat. 
Thank you for your support in ensuring that our uniform remains consistent and that our children are 
appropriately prepared for the changing weather. 

Our PSA 

A reminder that our PSA Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place 
on Tuesday 23 September at 9.15am in the Main School Hall. All 
parents are warmly welcome to attend. 
Please remember that, as soon as your child joins our school, you 
automatically become a member of our PSA. The PSA is an important 
part of our school community, and your time, thoughts, ideas and 
involvement are genuinely valued. You do not need to have lots of time 
or experience to contribute — every helping hand, idea and 
conversation makes a difference. 
We would love to see as many parents as possible at the AGM. 
 

Communication – Arbor and Google Classroom 

Finally, please note that we are now using Arbor for all school communication. If you are experiencing any 
difficulties accessing your Arbor account, please let us know as soon as possible. We want to make sure that 
no child or family misses out on important information because of a technical issue. 
All homework and individual class information will be shared through Google Classroom. Please also contact 
us if you are having any difficulty accessing your child's Google Classroom, and we will do our best to support 
you. 
 
As we begin this new school year, I am reminded that a school is not simply a place where children come to 
learn; it is a community of children, families and staff working together with a shared purpose. When home 
and school communicate openly and support one another, our children are given the very best opportunity to 
flourish. 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support, encouragement and partnership. I look forward to all that 
this term will bring. 
 
With every good wish, 
Miss Doody 
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Harvest Festival 
Please bring your donations into school from Monday 20th September until Friday 2nd October. 

Thank you, in advance, for your kindness towards some of the most vulnerable in our local community. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 

 

There are still places available for instrumental lessons – if your child is in year one to year 6 
and you would like your child to play an instrument please ask at the office for a Instrument 
lessons form. 
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REMINDERS 
 
Free School Meals –Registration Still Matters 

As a London school, all primary-aged children currently receive free school meals. However, we are asking all parents 
and carers to check whether their child is officially entitled to Free School Meals (FSM) and to inform the school office if 
they are. 
 
Even though meals are free for everyone, registering for FSM is still extremely important. 
When families who are eligible register: 
 
The school receives additional government funding (known as Pupil Premium).This extra funding is used to directly 
support your child’s education. It helps us provide additional teaching support, interventions, resources, enrichment 
opportunities, and wider wellbeing support. Without families registering, the school misses out on valuable funding that 
could benefit your child and the wider school community. 
 

You may be entitled to Free School Meals if you receive certain benefits, including: 
 

 Universal Credit (with qualifying earnings) 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (with qualifying income and not receiving Working Tax Credit) 
 

If you think you may be eligible, or are unsure, please contact the school office. The process is quick, confidential, and 
could make a real difference to the support we are able to provide. 
Please let the office staff know as soon as possible so we can update our records. 
 

Secondary School Applications 

A reminder to all Year 6 parents and carers that secondary school applications must be submitted to Lambeth 
by 31 October 2026. Please make sure that you leave plenty of time to complete the application and carefully 
consider your school choices. 
For children with an EHCP, the deadline for secondary school applications is earlier: 30 September 2026. If you 
have any questions or would like support with the process, please come and speak to us at school. We are 
very happy to help. 
For our Year 5 parents and carers, it is also a good idea to start looking at secondary schools now. Visiting 
schools, finding out about open days and beginning to think about your preferences will mean that you are in 
a good position to make your application when this time comes next year.  Please do not forget to inform the 
school office in advance if you are taking your child out to visit a secondary school so they do not get an 
unauthorised mark. 
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Celebration Assembly 
 
Well done to all those who received certificates this week. 
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A huge well done to our football team, who represented the school brilliantly at a tournament in Kennington 

on Tuesday. The boys were enthusiastic, determined and showed a fantastic attitude throughout the day. 

There were some excellent individual performances. Daniel was superb in goal and made a number of 

important saves, while Leo C brought tremendous energy and drive to the team, contributing both offensively 

and defensively. Zahir stole the show with an incredible seven goals and was also selected as one of the most 

influential players of the tournament, winning a new pair of football boots as his prize. 

Most importantly, the whole team made us incredibly proud. They competed with determination, supported 

one another and were excellent ambassadors for the school, modelling the values and behaviour we ask all of 

our children to uphold. 

A big thank you to Mrs Plicio and Mr Rodger for taking and supporting the team on the day, and 

congratulations to all of the boys on a fantastic effort. 
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